What Is a Developmental-Behavioral Pediatrician (DBP)?
DBP’s are medical doctors – experienced pediatricians.  After practicing “regular” pediatrics, DBP’s take additional specialty training and pass a rigorous examination to become “board-certified” specialists in children’s growth and development.  
When do I need Developmental-Behavioral Pediatric Services?
When things don’t make sense 
	Baby is too – floppy, stiff, quiet
	Baby dislikes tummy time
	Preschooler doesn’t enjoy coloring or building
	Young child’s feelings are too – strong, sudden, long-lasting, out-of-control	
	Schoolchild reacts like a two-year-old too often or easily	
	Smart child hates reading, writing, math – or school
		Anytime any child’s progress isn’t right in any way
	
When you’re just not sure
	You’re doing the right stuff but it isn’t working right
	You’re ready for the “next step” but don’t know what it is
	Your child’s development isn’t as expected
	Your child needs more help than you can give 

What do developmental-behavioral pediatricians do?
Developmental-behavioral pediatricians (DBP) evaluate children (ages birth through teens) to determine what – physical, emotional, intellectual – hinders a child from feeling good and doing well – at home, at school, in life.  
DBP’s diagnose and treat developmental or behavioral problems.   DBP’s prescribe physical therapy for strengthening, occupational therapy for fine motor skills such as handwriting, speech therapy for delayed communication skills.
DBP’s analyze students’ psychological tests, academic progress, parent and teacher observations, physical exam – to determine factors interfering with success.  DBP’s diagnose and prescribe treatments for: neurodevelopmental conditions like dyslexia (Dr. Mel Levine, a well-known DBP, is a national educational authority); neurochemical disorders, e.g., depression or ADHD.   Treatments may include: life style, nutrition, counseling, therapies, medication.  
DBP’s evaluate infants’ adaptation to life, physical skills, problem-solving, and emotional adjustment.  DBP’s diagnose emerging disorders; treat conditions early; and most important, help families promote children’s best development – to prevent problems.
Learn more:
Society for Developmental-Behavioral Pediatrics    http://www.sdbp.org  
American Academy of Pediatrics, DBP website   http://www.dbpeds.org
