Single payor
As a physician, a single health insurance payor would save me 20% off the top – that is what I pay a secretary and the billing company to sort through the morass of payors, plans, rates and rules.  I would be thrilled to only have one outfit to deal with.
The theory is that multiple payors promote healthy competition.  The fact is that solo doc’s like me and small business employers like me have precious little negotiating power with the big insurance companies.  They set the price customers pay, they set the price they pay providers.  Take it or leave it.  
If I got paid Medicare rates for my services, I would be ecstatic.  Right now I lose money on indigent care, Medicaid care and private insurance companies paying less than Medicare just because my patients are children – and most of all, big insurance companies denying payment to me illegally to the tune of thousands of dollars and periodically paying $69 as my share of a class-action suit. (For them it’s so much cheaper to settle lawsuits every few years than to obey the law.)  I’d rather take my chances with the federal government – at least I’m a shareholder!
									HHubbard2010
