Pre-“academic” reading, math, manipulative and nature-study skills
Reading 

Picture “reading” – recognizing fish drawing as representing the concept and the word “fish”

Picture-book “reading” – looking at pages of a theme-specific book – making up their own words

Association of certain beginning sounds with animals, etc. that begin with that sound


Listening to theme-specific stories and relating the stories to the theme activities


Looking through theme-specific books or magazines for pictures of a certain thing


Memorizing “Instant Readers” to “read” to parents


Recognizing a few theme-specific words from “Instant Readers” or the class environment

“Reading” formatted experience stories (told by individuals or groups, written by teacher)



Title      First, we ----- .  Then, we -----.  Finally, we ---- ----.  The End     By Author



Illustrating story using one to three pictures (in order.)


Following directions in small groups


Planting corn and beans with and without dead fish; coloring “blue” and “not-blue”



Making succotash and cranberry sauce, making green-eggs-and-ham sandwiches
Math* 

One-to-one correspondence up to 3, 5, 10
Comparisons – greater than, less than, equal to, alike and different, more, fewer


Measurements – liquids, solids, distance, comparisons – longer, shorter, taller, wider

Reading and writing numerals to 10


Graphing – all fish, happy fish, sad fish, dead fish, how much we fed them, tank temperature
*Remember – these children are still “pre-operational” – engaging in magical thinking, bound by their own perception (seeing truly is believing), unable to mentally reverse operations.  Pre-operational children think there are more toothpicks when they are scattered all over the desk than when the same toothpicks are placed into a small envelope.  

Some students are approaching “concrete operations” – able to accept evidence that may be contrary to their sensory experience, able to undo operations and make mental comparisons, able to say that the amount of lemonade in the tall glass is still the same amount even we pour it into a shallow bowl.  Understanding subtraction logically is a concrete operational thinking skill.  
Manipulatives – (First days of school – PLAY ONLY!  Do not jump ahead or start “academics” before all students are comfortable playing with each type of toy.  Before they are ready for you to teach, they first must explore with their own hands and figure out how to enjoy toys that may be new to them.  Keep it fun!)
Simple but excellent building sets (Brio, Erector Jr., etc.)


Big brix blocks, regular kindergarten blocks, one-inch cubes, foam blocks

Magnets, lenses, single-battery and double-battery operated toys (cheap) – different batteries


Tools – screwdrivers, pliers, levers, inclined planes, gear toys, simple transparent clock

Stuff to use with tools – real things to take apart

Stuff to play with – little cars and marbles to race on inclined planes, etc.

Tinker toys; OK for Lincoln Logs, Bristle Blocks; OK for Playmobil theme sets – Indians, etc.

NO Legos or Duplos except theme-specific sets, such as ocean animals 

Nature-study 
Whatever suits you!  Try: pet care, collections (leaves, rocks), winter stars, terrarium, aquarium, etc.
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