Just Imagine

Imagine your mother with a degenerative heart condition - guaranteed to poison and destroy cardiac muscle over time.  Imagine a medication that can slow or stop the killer disease -- and if given in time, maybe even reverse it a bit.  

Imagine your mother with an insurance plan that refuses to provide that medicine -- either at all or until her doctor can prove that she has tried every other heart medicine and they all made her worse
-- when real the thing making her worse is NOT getting the medicine she needs to halt her deadly disease.

Now, stop imagining.  It's not your mother.  It's a child.  It's not the heart.  It's the brain.  If the child has good private insurance or "straight" Medicaid, that child can get appropriate treatment, the brain can heal and the child can live a normal life.  If the child has poor insurance or none or has one of the Medicaid HMO's, the child is doomed to fail in school and in life. Then we taxpayers get to pay to support that child on Social Security disability (the cheap alternative) or in jail -- for lack of the right medicine at the right time.

The excuse given for not permitting their use is that the right medicines have side effects in a certain proportion of patients; the fact is that the diseases have devastating effects on ALL patients.  The real reason for denying needed treatment is money.  Many of the "approved" drugs actually are more toxic and dangerous than the forbidden ones - but are "approved" because they are cheap to buy (even though they are so expensive to take.)

Back to Mom.  My mother always said, "Penny wise, pound foolish," and "A stitch in time saves nine."  Mother was right.  Does anyone hear me?  Does anyone care?  

If you get this message, will you tell - and keep telling - until someone listens?

